How to understand EPO search reports and written
opinions

Date

Start: 19.06.2013
End: 21.06.2013

Notice

Registration is open!
Location
Thessaloniki, Greece

Organised by

=  European Patent Academy

Working language(s)

English

Description

This public seminar focuses on the search reports and written opinions issued by the EPO
and how to interpret the information they contain. In particular, the seminar reiterates the
relevant regulations, terms and expressions used in European search reports (EESR) and
international search reports (ISR), as well as the interpretation and analysis of search results
and findings of written opinions. It will look at different scenarios associated with the
understanding of written opinions, including special situations such as lack of unity, complex
applications, incomplete search and exclusions from patentability. The seminar takes into
account different technical areas (chemistry, physics-electricity, mechanics). Supported by
lectures and exercises, participants will acquire hands-on experience in dedicated workshops
and have the opportunity to discuss related topics with EPO experts, as well as in plenary
sessions.

Topics

= Review of the ESSR in the grant procedure at the EPO

= Review of the written opinion (WO-ISA) in the PCT phase

= Review of the structure and content of search reports

= Consideration of priority at the search stage

= Categories of cited documents

= The structure and legal basis of written opinions

= The impact of the written opinion in the examination procedure
= Incomplete search and exclusions

= Assessment of novelty and inventive step in written opinions

= Clarity and lack-of-unity objections in written opinions

= Practical exercises: analysis of search results and findings in written opinions


http://www.epo.org/about-us/office/academy.html

Target groups

= |P authorities, patent offices, civil servants, customs officials
= Interested public

Level of expertise

Intermediate

Medium
Classroom training
Objectives

This public seminar focuses on the search reports and written opinions issued by the EPO
and how to interpret the information they contain. In particular, the seminar reiterates the
relevant regulations, terms and expressions used in European search reports (EESR) and
international search reports (ISR), as well as the interpretation and analysis of search results
and findings of written opinions. It will look at different scenarios associated with the
understanding of written opinions, including special situations such as lack of unity, complex
applications, incomplete search and exclusions from patentability. The seminar takes into
account different technical areas (chemistry, physics-electricity, mechanics). Supported by
lectures and exercises, participants will acquire hands-on experience in dedicated workshops
and have the opportunity to discuss related topics with EPO experts, as well as in plenary
sessions.

Prerequisites

Participants must have basic to intermediate skills in dealing with patent literature and an interest in
understanding the structure and content of search reports and written opinions.

The working language is English.

Registration fee

EUR 250,-

This fee covers the participation, the seminar material and the catering for the whole event for one
participant. The fee cannot be split and is only refundable until 29 days before the first seminar day.
After this date there is no refund possible.

If you are a staff member of a national patent office of an EPC contracting state, the payment of the
registration fee is not required.

Payment

Payment by credit card

Please follow the instructions when you register online for the event. Please keep your credit card
details (Master card or Visa) ready when registering. You will receive the confirmation of your
registration by e-mail in due course.

Payment by bank transfer

You will receive an invoice from the EPO addressed to you according to the details in your online



registration and containing all necessary details for a bank transfer. Please remit the respective amount
upon receipt of the invoice indicating the invoice number and respecting the time for payment allowed.
You will receive the confirmation of your registration by e-mail, once we have received the payment of
your registration fee on the EPO's bank account. Please note that if you pay by bank transfer it can take
up to 10 days from the date of your bank transfer until we can actually see your payment on our
account.

Payment by direct debiting of your EPO deposit account

Please send an e-mail to csc@epo.org requesting the EPO to debit your EPO deposit account and
indicate:

Number of the EPO deposit account

Name of account holder

Event reference: OC09-2013

Name of participant, company/institution

Date of completed online registration

Amount to be debited

You will receive the confirmation of your registration by e-mail, once the debit has been dealt with by our
Finance department.

Venue details

Thessaloniki, Greece

Contact

European Patent Academy
European Patent Office
Landsberger Str. 30

80339 Munich

Germany

Tel. +49-89-2399 5454
academy@epo.org

Max. number of participants

50

Reference

0C09-2013

Registration deadline
24.05.2013

=  Online registration form



mailto:academy@epo.org
http://webserv.epo.org/projects/academy/academy_reg3p.nsf/viewLkupPublic/OC09-2013?EditDocument

